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Recently, the National Archives acquired a 
series of case and subject files associated with 
the Enersave Project. This program was ad- 
ministered by Home Energy Programs (HEP), 
Energy Conservation and Oil Substitution 
Branch, Conservation and Non-Petroleum 
Sector, Energy Mines and Resources (EMR). 
The Energy Conservation and Oil Substitution 
Branch was administered under the auspices 
of various names during the life of the Ener- 
save Project. One should refer to the annual 
reports of EMR if interested in the evolution of 
this Branch. The Enersave records are unique 
in that they represent the first hybrid collection 
to be acquired by the Government Archives 
Division (i.e., closely interrelated machine 
readable and textually based records). The 
machine readable records contain the case file 
material, and are the subject of this paper. 

In January 1976, new priorities were set by 
the federal government for energy research 
and development, and as a result, funding for 
this activity increased. In February 1976, 
under the auspices of this priority, a number 
of new energy conservation programs were 
announced relative to home insulation, build- 
ing codes and industrial assistance, along with 
initiatives to reduce energy consumption in 
federal facilities. Also, in late 1976 and early 
1977, the federal government implemented 
programs in cooperation with Prince Edward 
Island and Nova Scotia to encourage greater 
energy conservation, with emphasis on home 
insulation projects, but also with attention to 
conservation practices in the commercial and 
industrial sectors. 

From 1976 to 1985, EMR was involved in re- 
search pertaining to the examination and test- 
ing of various residential energy audit services 
which stemmed from the home energy conser- 
vation initiative announced in 1976. While 
EMR instituted different types of audits with 
various ranges of sophistication and com- 
plexity, a considerable amount of develop- 
ment work was concentrated on the Enersave 
audit service. 

The Enersave Project was, essentially, a 
conservation scheme involving a com- 
puterized analysis of one’s home heating and 
insulation characteristics. The service was 
designed to give homeowners an estimate of 
the costs and benefits involved in improving 
the thermal efficiency of their homes. In light 
of this, it was aimed at residential dwellings, 
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defined as single, detached, single detached 
and row houses up to and including three 
stories. Information was collected and made 
available to the public in a variety of ways — 
mail order programs, through the Canadian 
Home Insulation Program (CHIP), the 
Canadian Oil Substitution Program (COSP), 
and organized surveys. The program also 
provided energy conservation information on 
a toll-free telephone line (ie. HEATLINE) and 
by publication of a number of fact sheets and 
pamphlets. 

Enersave considered nine specific energy 
saving actions — daytime thermostat setback 
to 20°C (68°F); nighttime thermostat setback to 
17°C (63°F); installation of weatherstripping 
around windows; upgrading attic insulation 
to R-30 (or building code specifications); in- 
stallation of R-15 insulation in uninsulated 
ceiling areas; installation of R-15 insulation in 
uninsulated walls; installation of storm win- 
dows where lacking; installation of R-15 in- 
sulation in exposed floors; and application of 
R-8 insulation to foundation walls. 

Information was collected on the current 
characteristics of the home by means of a ques- 
tionnaire. Based upon the household respon- 
ses, the Enersave computer program (i.e., 
model) was used to perform heat loss com- 
putations and determine estimates of possible 
savings if specific energy saving actions were 
performed. After the calculations were 
achieved, a report was printed presenting es- 
timates of costs, savings and payback periods 
for the appropriate action. This report was 
mailed to each respondent. 

The savings estimate calculations were 
based on what was known as local data. The 
local data consisted of regionally based price 
data for certain kinds of fuel, local material and 
labour costs, and weather conditions. During 
the course of the program, this base of infor- 
mation was updated on a regular basis to en- 
sure Enersave was dealing with current costs 
and prices. Unfortunately, none of the com- 
puterized local data have survived. Some of 
this information has been transferred to the 
National Archives in the operational files of 
the Computer Science Centre, EMR. One 
should refer to these files if interested in local 
price data for various years. 

Although the Enersave Project officially ran 
from 1976 to 1985, information was collected 
under the auspices of a number of projects. The 
national Enersave Project was implemented in 
1977, modified in 1979 and shutdown in 1985. 
Thetwo versions of the national program have 
become known as Enersave Project — Nation- 
al Version ‘77 and National Version ‘79. In 
1978, Enersave personnel requested certain 


a 


Canadit 


Vol. 6 - No. 2 
1989 


LETIN 


PAS a ee a rs ee ee 0821-3658 


changes to the National Version ‘77 format. 
The Group A format came about because the 
changes were instituted in the month of April 
1978. Originally, the Group A format was to 
supplant the National Version ’77 format; 
however, this never occurred. Consequently, 
between April 1978 and the implementation of 
the new version in 1979, two different Ener- 
save formats were in use for the national 
program. 

Various regional programs ran concurrent- 
ly with the national program in order to en- 
hance public awareness of home energy con- 
servation practices. These concurrent projects 
ran as follows: the Prince Edward Island Ener- 
save Project — from December 1976 to January 
1977; the Newfoundland Enersave Project — 
from March to May 1977; the Summer Job 
Corps Enersave Project — from June to Sep- 
tember 1977; the Quebec Loan Project — from 
March 1978 to February 1979; and the Enerac- 
tion Project — from June 1978 to September 
1979; 

The Enersave data used by EMR were 
stored in a series of input and savings history 
files. In turn, these files were arranged by 
project, or fiscal year in the case of the nation- 
al program. This structure has been main- 
tained by the National Archives. The input 
files contain the raw input coded directly from 
the Enersave questionnaire. It includes infor- 
mation about name of householder; 
household address and telephone number; 
language of household; date home built; style 
and shape of home; ground and upper 
perimeter dimensions; accessible attic space; 
amount of insulation in attic, roof, walls and 
foundation; single attached wall space; con- 
struction materials; number of storm windows 
and outside doorways; main type and cost of 
heating; secondary type of heating; type of hot 
water heater; average daytime and nighttime 
temperature ranges; number of rooms not 
fully heated; and frequency of heating system 
maintenance. 

Generally, the savings files contain 
processed input data and other computed 
values from the Enersave model. More specifi- 
cally, they contain information about: recom- 
mendations for retrofitting; savings data for 
daytime and nighttime thermostat setback; 
cost and savings data for weatherstripping in- 
stallation; insulation fuel savings and as- 
sociated costs;and storm window fuel savings 
data. Although the input file contains 
demographic information, the early savings 
files do not until 1981. 

This material has been acquired because it 
not only documents events which occurred 
under the auspices of the Enersave program, 
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but italso contains information that allows one 
to analyse housing conditions, for particular 
locations in Canada, as they existed shortly 
after the Arab oil embargo of 1973. It was this 
embargo that led to dramatic increases in the 
price of oil during the mid 1970s and early 
1980s, and subsequently made Canadians 
aware of the thermal inefficiencies related to 
their homes. The Enersave program was a 
mechanism used by the federal government to 
make Canadians aware that if certain precau- 
tions were taken they could dramatically 
reduce their consumption of oil. At the time, it 
was believed that a reduction in the domestic 
consumption of oil would dramatically 
decrease Canada’s dependence on foreign oil 
imports. Inturn, this would havea positive im- 
pact on the country’s balance of payments 
deficit. 

Admittedly, the housing sample is some- 
what biased because of the administrative na- 
ture of the Enersave program; however, com- 
bined with housing data created during CHIP 
and the Canada Housing and Mortgage Cor- 
poration Urea Formaldehyde Insulation 
Program, one can recreate an interesting 
mosaic of Canada’s housing stock as it existed 
prior to 1985. 
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An article in the ESRC Data Archive Bulletin 
(No. 41, September 1988) provides informa- 
tion on some developments in the cataloguing 
of computer files. As descriptive practices are 
a vital component to the dissemination of com- 
puter files to the research community, it is use- 
ful to obtain as much information as possible 
on what developments are underway in 
various countries. The following article 
describes some of the developments in Britain. 

The Seminar Series on the Cataloguing of 
Computer Files which was convened by Mar- 
cia Taylor and Bridget Winstanley of the ESRC 
Data Archive and funded by the ESRC to meet 
on a regular basis, has produced a publication 
entitled "Cataloguing Computer Files in the 
UK: A Practical Guide to Standards" which is 
available in draft form. This document is a 
joint report of the Standards and Implementa- 
tion Working Parities convened by Ray 
Templeton of the Library Association and 
Peter Burnhill of the Edinburgh University 
Computing Service. 

The Guide does not purport to offer a stand- 
ard in itself but references and amplifies exist- 
ing conventions for the description of com- 
puter works. It draws on the Anglo-American 
Cataloguing Rules, 2nd edition, chapter 9 


(AACR2), the International Standard Bibliog- 
raphic Description for Computer Files 
(ISBD9CF00) and the various manuals cover- 
ing the MARC (machine readable cataloguing) 
formats, and attempts to ease the path of both 
professional and non-professional cataloguers 
wrestling with the problems of bibliographic 
description of computer works. 

It is hoped that the draft publication will 
stimulate comment and trial use and that a 
final version reflecting these comments and 
use will appear towards the end of 1989. 
Copies of the draft version are available from 
the ESRC Data Archive. 
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A joint IFDO/IASSIST conference will be 
held in Jerusalem from May 15 to May 18, 1989. 
The theme of this year’s conference is " Value 
of Research Data for Government and Busi- 
ness." The program will concentrate on three 
major tracks: 

Research Issues — A variety of topics focus- 
ing on such issues as the role of national statis- 
tical agencies in providing social science data, 
social trends, cross-national surveys and 
quantitative historical research. 

Technologies — The wide variety of 
products which can be used for data creation, 
storage and dissemination will be the focus of 
this track. Presentations on statistical mapping 
systems, CD-ROM data products, computer 
networks and service, and policies/techni- 
ques for long-term storage will be included. 

Data Management Issues — Topics such as 
the criteria for selecting data for preservation, 
indexing data holdings, legal issues in data 
preservation and dissemination, and special 
textual databanks will be discussed. 

For further information on the conference 
program contact Judith Rowe, Princeton 
University at (609) 452-6052 or Michal Peleg, 
Social Science Data Archives, Hebrew Univer- 
sity, Jerusalem 91905, Israel. 


The Archival Research and Evaluation Staff 
of the National Archives and Records Ad- 
ministration in Washington has produced a 
technology assessment report on archival data 
storage and the 3480 class tape cartridge 
drives. The 3480 class cartridge is a new mag- 
netic tape format for computer data storage. 
The cartridge is a 4" x 5" box with the tape and 
take-up reel enclosed. The container does not 
present a problem for archival storage. The 
medium used on 3480 class tape is chromium 
dioxide which has different characteristics 
from the ferric oxide used in conventional 
tapes. The market for the 3480 class tape 
cartridge is growing and it is likely that they 


will soon dominate the main frame market. 
For those data archives and libraries which 
may be affected by the change in medium this 
document will be most valuable in providing 
information on the preservation aspects of the 
3480 class tape. The document can be obtained 
from the National Archives and Records Ad- 
ministration, Washington, D.C. 20408. 

The New York State Archives has 
published A Strategic Plan for Managing and 
Preserving Electronic Records in New York State 
Government. The publication outlines the 
strategic issues in the management and preser- 
vation of EDP records with a chapter on the 
key trends in information technology, more 
diverse applications and software, the 
relationship between paper and electronic 
records and the wider distribution of informa- 
tion. Chapter 2 outlines the objectives for im- 
proved management and preservation of 
electronic records. The last chapter describes 
the specific activities to be undertaken to im- 
prove the situation. This is a very useful docu- 
ment providing an understanding of the com- 
plexity of information creation in the govern- 
ment context. It can also provide those outside 
the public sector with a good overview of the 
variety of data produced within government 
agencies. Copies of the publication can be ob- 
tained from the University of the State of New 
York, State Education Department, State Ar- 
chives and Records Administration, Albany, 
N.Y. 12234. 


Articles not credited were prepared by Sue Gavrel, 


Government Archives Division. 


Anyone wishing information about the Bulletin may 
write to: National Archives of Canada, Assistant 
Director, Government Archives Division, 395 Wel- 
lington Street, Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0N3, or phone 
(613) 996-5626. 
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